ADOPTED – NOVEMBER 25, 2025

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING STATEWIDE POLICY FOR EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY

RESOLUTION #25 – 545

WHEREAS, Ingham County will be creating a Materials Management Plan which will provide the vision, goals, and implementation guidance to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from material disposal and increase the diversion of materials to productive use, through recycling and composting; and

WHEREAS, product packaging, including plastic, glass, metals, paper, and cardboard, constitutes approximately 30-40% of the materials managed by Michigan community municipal waste and recycling programs; and

WHEREAS, there are significant environmental, human health, and economic impacts associated with improper management of household hazardous waste products, such as pharmaceuticals, pesticides, paint, motor oil, mercury thermostats and switches, medical sharps, lighting, household cleaning and other chemicals, gas cylinders, and batteries; and

WHEREAS, there are significant environmental and economic benefits to providing productive management alternatives to disposal for a growing variety of products such as, but not limited to, electronics, carpet, mattresses, packaging, phone books, textiles, solar panels, and tires; and

WHEREAS, Michigan taxpayers currently bear 100% of the costs and collectively pay over $1 billion each year to finance the collection and management of this material through a fragmented and increasingly expensive array of collection, disposal, and recycling options; and

WHEREAS, producers of products and packaging have little incentive to minimize wasteful packaging or increase access to recycling; and

WHEREAS, there is no organized coordination between the producers of these products or their packaging and the municipalities that are responsible for the proper disposal or recycling of these materials; and

WHEREAS, Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) is an environmental policy approach in which producers (brand owners and distributors) accept responsibility for the recycling or proper disposal of post-consumer products, so those who produce products bear the costs of recycling or proper disposal; and

WHEREAS, producers have taken some or all the responsibility for the management of post-consumer packaging in other parts of the world, including all European Union member states, five provinces in Canada, and seven states in the United States, and as a result, have greatly increased recycling rates, expanded infrastructure investment, created jobs, and reduced taxpayer costs; and

WHEREAS, some corporate producers have implemented take-back efforts which have been helpful, but there is a need for consistent industry-wide practices, and this can only be accomplished by EPR legislation on a State or Federal level; and

WHEREAS, with EPR, producers of packaging and other targeted material would have a direct economic incentive to reduce packaging and product waste and share the responsibility of end-of-life management to foster and financially support the recycling system and needed improvements and enable greater participation in recycling across Michigan; and
WHEREAS, EPR laws for packaging and products would assure program stability when global recycling markets are unfavorable; and

WHEREAS, Michigan’s counties, municipalities, and taxpayers are currently footing the bill for a problem in which they have no control; and

WHEREAS, through EPR the costs of proper disposal or recycling will be incorporated into the retail costs of the targeted products, and brand owners will be required to pay into a fund per item sold to Michigan consumers that would reimburse service providers for the cost of recycling or proper disposal, thereby internalizing the cost of proper disposal or recycling, and producers will be incentivized to produce less wasteful, more recyclable products and/or packaging; and

WHEREAS, EPR will help to achieve some of the anticipated goals of the Ingham County Materials Management Plan.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Ingham County supports the development of statewide extended producer responsibility (EPR) policy for the products and packaging identified in this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ingham County intends to encourage the State of Michigan to transfer responsibility for the costs of managing certain products and packaging at end-of-life to producers (brand owners and distributors).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ingham County urges the Michigan State Legislature to enact framework and specific material EPR legislation which will give producers the incentive to design products to make them less toxic and easier to repair, reuse, and recycle.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Clerk is requested to forward copies of the adopted resolution to the Governor of the State of Michigan, the State Senate Majority and Minority leaders, the State House Speaker and Minority Leader, and the members of the Ingham County delegation to the Michigan Legislature.
HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, Cahill, Trubac, Morgan, Willis

          Nays:  Schafer   

      Absent:  Ruest     
 
     Approved 11/17/25 

